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The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
chairman 
Federal Communicauons Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

We are writing about the Federal Communicarion Commission's (the 
"Commission") rule which prohibits thc common ownership of a broadcast srarion and a 
daily newspaper in the same market. otherwise IUIO-ATI as h e  "ncw,spaperhroadcast cross- 
ownership rule" (the "rule"). For the r m o n s  indicated below, we suppon repeal of the 
rule, and we urge rhc Commission to cxpepeditiousiy complete the rulemakmg process it 
initiated in h s  matter last September. 

Without a doubt, there have been dramatic changes u the media marketplace 
since 1975 when the rule was adopte? by rhe Conrmssion. As noted in the 
Commission's Order and Notice of Proposed Rulemdans last September, when h e  rule 
was first adopted, there were 7,785 radio stadons, 952 telcvinon stations, three major 
broadcast networks (AX, CBS, and NBC). cable ielevision systems served 13 per cmt  
of television households, direct broadcasr satellite DBS) providers wcre nonexistent, and 
the Lnternct was not commercially available. 

Today, there are approximately 12.900 radio starions. 1,600 full power tclcvision 
stations. 2.390 low power television nations. and 3 0  Class A t:levisIon smu03s. There 
are now four major broadcast networks (ABC, CBS, hBC. and Fox), along with other 
emergng broadcast networks a, CF" and WB). Today. cable tclcvision svstems 
sewe approximately 70 pc: cenI of leievisior. houeholds (wirh OVR 200 %.ideo 
PTT- ' 6 services available on such systems. mcludmg significant ncws 
programming). Today, DES i s  serving approxmarely ! 5  Der cent of multichannel video 
programming distribution (MVPD, houscnolds. Moreover, today. rhe Jnrcmet also h a  
become a significant sourcc oflocal and nanona! news for many .imtxicaas. 
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We believe this explosion of media sources should elirninaie any concern 
regardmg a lack of diversity of views in the marketplace and cornpention. which havt 
bcm the principal justifications for the rulc. Since initiating IU Nkmakmg prOCCSS 1 x 1  
Scprcmba, numerous broadcasters, trade associations, and pubiic InIcreS( groups, along 
wirh more than 1400 individuals. have Sled comments and mply comments in the 
proceeding. We would note &at b e  vast majonry of commenten advocarc rcpeal of thc 
rulc. 

In light of the foregoing, we believe repeal of the rule is long overdue. and we 
urge the Commission to completc its rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We t h a a  
you for your attention to our views in ttus regard and look forward IO your response 
detailing the Commission's progress on h s  fiont. 

Sinccrely, 

Fred Upton 
Chairman Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcomminte on Telecommunications 

and rhe Internet 


